
 
 

2020 Judicial Candidates’ Forum 

June 12, 2020 

Agenda 
 

 
10:00 a.m. Welcome & Call to Order 
  Larry Baker, Chair, Judicial Committee 
 
I. Candidate for the North Carolina Supreme Court 
 
10:05 a.m. Candidates for Chief Justice, North Carolina Supreme Court (Seat 1) 
  Hon. Cherie Beasley 
  Hon. Paul Newby 
 
10:17 a.m. Candidates for the Newby Seat (Seat 2) 
  Hon. Phil Berger, Jr. 
  Hon. Lucy Inman 
 
10:30 a.m. Candidates for Davis Seat (Seat 3) 
  Hon. Mark Davis 
  Hon. Tamara Barringer 
 
II. Candidates for the North Carolina Court of Appeals 
 
10:42 a.m. Candidates for McGee Seat (Seat 4) 
  Patricia Shields, Attorney at Law 
  Hon. April Wood 
 
10:54 a.m. Candidates for Bryant Seat (Seat 5) 
  Hon. Lora Cubbage 
  Hon. Willie Fred Gore 
 
11:06 a.m. Candidates for the Dillon Seat (Seat 6) 
  Hon. Chris Dillon 
  Gray Styers, Attorney at Law 
 
11:18 a.m. Candidates for Young Seat (Seat 7) 
  Hon.  Reuben Young 
  Hon. Jeff Carpenter 
 
11:30 a.m. Candidates for the Brook Seat (Seat 8) 
  Hon.  Chris Brook 
  Hon. Jefferson Griffin 
 
11:42 a.m. Final Remarks – Larry Baker 

(Question posed to each candidate on following pages for reference.) 

 



 

2020 Judicial Candidates’ Forum Question Compilation 
 
Beasley :  What are the biggest legal issues you anticipate our appellate courts having to address as a 
result of COVID-19? 
 
Newby:  In this current time of having to reexamine and improvise how we practice law, what changes 
would you recommend, whether they be technological, structural or otherwise to the Supreme 
Court/Court of Appeals/NC Court System to improve its operation and the administration of justice for 
all participants? 
 
Berger:  How do you see your role changing, if at all, as you move from the Court of Appeals to the 
Supreme Court? 
 
Inman:  Now that you have served on the Court of Appeals for a time, you have had the chance to 
author a number of opinions, both unpublished and published.  Since we as both lawyers and voters 
often look to authored opinions to help us understand the judicial philosophy of a particular judge, 
please give us an example of an opinion you have authored which you believe should persuade us that 
your candidacy is one we should support, and explain why. 
 
Davis:  Rule 30(e)(3) of the Rules of Appellate Procedure states that the citation of unpublished 
decisions of the Court of Appeals is disfavored, but goes on to describe how a lawyer is to utilize such an 
unpublished opinion if bound and determined to do so. For years there has been debate among 
appellate lawyers and judges regarding the proper role of unpublished opinions in the development of a 
coherent and consistent body of law to govern North Carolina’s business and personal relationships. 
What is your own view of the value and proper use of the Court’s unpublished opinions? 
 
Barringer:  You have been in private practice before running for judicial office, as well as a state 
legislator, what experiences do you have from private practice or service as a state legislator that you 
feel best prepare you for serving on the court? 
 
Shields:  Our government is based on three branches:  executive, judicial and legislative.  When 
legislative matters are before the court, do you have a personal philosophy as to what degree of 
deference, if any, should be given to laws enacted by the General Assembly? 
 
Wood:  You have served as a District Court Judge since 2002.  The members of the NCADA, however, 
predominantly handle matters pending in Superior Court, Business Court, or the Industrial Commission.  
Can you tell us how your experiences at the district court trial level have helped prepare you to rule on 
appeals our membership may be handling before the Court of Appeals? 

 
Cubbage:  If you could change one aspect of the appellate process in North Carolina (whether it be court 
procedure, appellate rule, practice of appellate lawyers, or something else) what would that be? 
 
Gore:  Appellate Justices are still elected by the citizens of our state.  While several bar associations in 
North Carolina, including the North Carolina Bar Association and the NCADA, are in favor of merit 
selection, since our judges are still elected, what do you feel is the most effective way for voters to 
become aware of your qualifications?  Do you believe there should be limits on what judicial candidates 
can say or do during campaigns? 
  



 
Dillon:  North Carolina’s economy has diversified over the past number of years and has become 
increasingly international in scope.  To what extent do you believe that the law of other jurisdictions 
should be utilized by the appellate courts in the interpretation of statutes or in the adjudication of 
disputes over the common law, in situations where they may not be a clear answer based on North 
Carolina law alone? 
 
Styers:  Since you have never been a judge at the trial court level, do you see this as a disadvantage if 
you are elected to an appellate court seat? 
 
Young:  Black's Law Dictionary defines judicial activism as a "philosophy of judicial decision-making 
whereby judges allow their personal views about public policy, among other factors, to guide their 
decisions."  Do you believe there are times when it is appropriate for a judge to incorporate his/her 
personal views on issues to guide their decisions? 
 
Carpenter:  Would you be ever willing to vote to overrule a well-settled precedent in your appellate 
court?  If so, what are the criteria which you would use in voting to do that? 
 
Brook:  In “A Time To Kill” Matthew McConaughy’s character asked the jury to close their eyes and 
imagine the victim of the crime they were judging was white instead of black, shocking everyone in the 
courtroom. We all have implicit biases that impact how we view facts, witnesses, jurors and even 
lawyers. As a judge, what steps should judges take to mitigate the effects of implicit bias 
 
Griffin:  Judge Griffin is currently deployed and unable to address our attendees today.  However, please 
take a few minutes to learn more about Judge Griffin video recording from his presentation at the 2018 
Judicial Candidates’ Forum.  You may access the video here. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Black%27s_Law_Dictionary
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WEa4aNZh_40

